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SWIMMING POOL AND

If you have recently purchased a house with a pool or spa
you are responsible for installing a safety barrier - does it
comply with the legislation?
If you have an inflatable pool filled with water, which is
capable of containing a depth of water exceeding 300mm
(30cm), have you provided a safety barrier?
If your pool is above ground and less than 1.2 metres in
height, have you provided a safety barrier?
A cover or lid over the pool or spa is not a suitable safety
barrier nor does it comply with the legislation, have you
provided an appropriate safety barrier?
Have you checked to make sure there are no potential
hazards or climbable objects near the pool or in adjoining
properties?
To ensure your safety barrier remains effective:
Maintain gates and fences regularly.
Fit correct safety measures to gates,
doors and windows (eg. self-closers,
latches, flyscreens etc).
Make sure no tree branches, pot
plants, etc are within a 1.2m
radius of the safety barrier that
could be used to climb the barrier
to access the pool or spa.
Make sure that you remove any
chairs, boxes, pool pumps, etc
that could be used to climb the
barrier to access the pool.
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SPA SAFETY BARRIERS
A swimming pool or spa can be a source
of great fun and relaxation for you, your
family and friends.
An effective safety barrier to restrict access
must form part of any pool or spa.
Adequate supervision of young children
whilst using a pool or spa, or playing near
a pool or spa, is essential.
If you have any doubts about compliance,
such as when you need a building permit,
please contact your local council, or the
Building Commission 9285 6400.
For further information regarding
supervision and other issues, please
contact the Royal Children’s Hospital,
Safety Centre 9345 5085 or The Royal
Life Saving Society Australia Victoria
Branch (RLSSAV) 9567 0000 or Kidsafe
on 9345 6471.

www.watersafety.vic.gov.au

Never Take
Your Eyes Off
At the Pool

pl ay it s a f e

by the water
Many Victorians enjoy spending their recreation time around
pool and spa environments. By using the information contained
in this brochure you can make your home pool or spa a safe
and enjoyable place to relax and play.
Swimming pool and spa owners are required by law to meet
government standards and regulations and are also expected to
regularly maintain safety barriers around their pool or spa.
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l aw
It is law that swimming pools or spas on private residential
properties in Victoria provide safety barriers to restrict access to
the pool or spa.

RESPONSIBILITY
The home-owner is responsible for installing
the safety barrier. These controls apply
to all home owners who own a pool or
spa regardless of whether they have
children or not.

super vis ion

Safety barriers play a major role in
preventing drowning in backyard pools.
In the majority of cases where children
gained access to fenced pools or spas
they did so through faulty gates or gates
that were propped open.

NE V ER T A KE Y O U R EY ES OFF

Swimming pools are great fun in the summer months and we all
know little ones love the water. But watch out, it only takes a
couple of seconds for a child to slip in and drown.

Here are some simple steps:
• Supervision means constant visual contact, not the occasional
glance while reading or snoozing.
• If you leave the pool or water area, even for
a moment, take the children with you.
• A swimming pool fence is not a
substitute for supervision.
• Display a resuscitation
chart on your pool
fence.
• Familiarise children
with water by taking
them to swimming
lessons at the
local pool.
• Empty paddle
pools when they
are not in use.
• Empty baths,
basins, sinks and
troughs immediately
after use.
• Securely cover liquidfilled buckets.

re g u l a t i o n s

Drowning is the most common cause of preventable death for
children under five years of age in Australia.

However, of all the safety aspects involved with the home pool
or spa, supervision is essential.

What’s the best way to “Play it Safe” when enjoying the water?
Simple. Never take your eyes off them for a moment.
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SAFETY BARRIERS
Safety barriers, even when provided, are no substitute for adult
supervision of toddlers/children who are playing near or in water,
swimming pools and spas.
Swimming pools that require safety barriers include:
• In-ground pools
• Hot tubs
• Spas
• Above-ground pools

• Jacuzzis

Safety barriers are not required for:
• Structures not used principally for swimming, paddling or
wading eg. bird baths, dams, water supply/storage tanks.
• Pools or spas containing a depth of water less than 300mm (30cm).
• Spas inside a building used for personal hygiene eg.
a spa bath in a bathroom.

FINES
• Victorian building regulations contain fines up to $5,000. A fine
may be imposed by a court on a pool owner who fails to comply
with the swimming pool safety requirements in regulation 5.13 of
the Building Regulations 1994.
• The Building Act 1993 contains penalties of up to $10,000 for
pool owners who install a pool or spa and fail to carry out work
in accordance with the building permit for the construction of
that pool or spa.
• Councils can also issue a $200 on-the-spot fine for each breach
of the regulations.

POOLS AND SPAS CONSTRUCTED
AFTER 8 APRIL 1991
Pool or spa structures constructed on or after 8 April 1991
must have safety barriers complying with Australian Standard
1926 “Fencing for swimming pools.”
This Standard states that:
• Swimming pool or spa safety fencing must be designed
and constructed so as to be non-climbable by young children
having regard to the height of the fence and any horizontal
climbable fencing components, openings, footholds in the
fence, and the operation of self-closing and self-latching gates.
• Gates must swing outwards from the pool or spa area and
the latching device must automatically operate on the closing
of the gate and prevent the gate from being re-opened
without manual release.
Walls of buildings may also be deemed to be acceptable
barriers. This is subject to consideration of doors and windows.
Further details are outlined in the Australian Standard 1926.

POOLS AND SPAS CONSTRUCTED
BEFORE 8 APRIL 1991
Pool or spa structures constructed prior to 8 April 1991 must
have a safety barrier complying with regulation 5.13 of the
Building Regulations 1994.
This regulation states that:
• The safety barrier can be a fence or a wall, including
doors, gates and windows subject to certain extra safety
requirements. For example: a wall of a building is acceptable
if every door in the wall is fitted with a self-locking or selflatching device located at least 1.5m above the internal
floor level.
• All doors and gates forming part of a safety barrier for pools
or spas are required to be self-locking, self-latching, and from
1 July 2002, self-closing.
• Any fence, barrier, gate or door, including locks and latches
etc. must be maintained and operate effectively.
For further information, please contact your local council, or the
Building Commission on (03) 9285 6400.

